Life and Letters

German. Since Durer and Altdorfer it can
only be supposed, that German painters have
written music. Lenbach was a good academic
portrait painter; Menzel (whom they attempted
to pass off as a great master), a skilful, if dull,
illustrator ; the colour of the romantic Bdcklin
has to be seen to be believed; and the best of
the living Germans would not be conspicuous in
our current art shows. We must be grateful
for the new gallery ; but I should like to add a
few qualifying remarks.

To illustrate the limitations of these huge
public collections a parallel from literature
may be drawn. They are like anthologies.
The National Gallery resembles one of those
works which give in five or ten volumes
representative selections from the world's
Greatest Masters, specimens drawn from all
countries and periods. The Tate Gallery is
like an anthology of nineteenth century
literature; the new Duveen Gallery will be
like a volume of selections from modern
.foreign writers. Picture galleries have dis-
advantages peculiar to themselves, of course.
If they are overcrowded with pictures, one
cannot escape the clash and confusion by
" opening" a wall at one place and then
shutting it up again; if they are overcrowded
with people concentration is difficult. And in
the ordinary way, so much trouble and time
are involved in reaching them, that the visitor,
not knowing when he will be there again, is
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